
1

ANNUAL REPORT TO NC-140

2015 Organic Apple 
Rootstock Trial
November, 2016 -- University Park, PA

Wesley R. Autio
  

Send 2015 data via email to Wes Autio (autio@umass.edu) by 

January 15, 2017

 This year was the second season of the 2015 NC-140 Organic 
Apple Rootstock Trials.  
 I hope that tree management was reasonably easy.  Data col-
lec  on should have occured per the protocol distributed last No-
vember.  For submission of those data, everyone is encouraged 
to review their data and make sure that all measurements are 
the unit requested.  Further, include only those data requested 
in the protocol, with the same columns in the spreadsheet, and 
in the same order.  All data should be submi  ed in the format 
and units requested and by the submission deadline.  
 The data to be submi  ed and the format of the data submis-
sion are presented in the Data Submission Protocol on Page 3.  
Submit these data in Excel spreadsheet format, using the root-
stock codes described in the protocol, by January 15, 2017. 
 In 2017, follow the Pruning and Training Plan (Page 2) and 
the Trial Protocol for 2017 (Page 2).

To avoid problems during the compila  on of 
the data, please pay par  cular a  en  on to 
the following points:  

1. Submit only the data requested.
2. Use the correct units.
3. Columns must be consistent with the protocol.
3. Make sure that all data make sense -- proofread 

your data set.
4. For rootstock and replica  on designa  ons, 

follow the protocol exactly -- rootstock names 
should appear as they are listed in the Data 
Submission Protocol (Page 3) -- please note that 
there are no spaces in any of these names.
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Trial Protocol for 2017
 Tree management.
A. Trees must be supported and trained as Tall Spindles (see Pruning & Training Plan for the Tall Spindle System).
B. Thin fruit as described in Pruning and Training Plan for the Tall Spindle System.
B. Manage pests, nutrients, and water per local organic recommenda  ons.  

Collect the follow data for each tree in 2017.
A. Root suckers:  the number removed and counted, August.
B. Yield:  count all fruit per tree and weigh (to the nearest 0.1 kg).
C. Trunk size:  trunk circumference 30 cm above the gra   union (mm), October.
D. Status:  0=dead, 1=alive, and 2=missing data, October.

Pruning and Training Plan for the Tall Spindle System 
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